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The investigators also compiled statistics on the
number of farm hands available.
When the results were tabulated at Albany, they
were indeed startling. Comparing the number
of men needed with the number of men available,
there did not seem to be a chance in the world that
New York would be able to plant or harvest any
crops, and out went the news that New York was in
a shocking way for farm help. Then somebody hap-
pened to note that the demand for farm labour was
several times greater than what had been thought to
be the entire agricultural population of the State,
which seemed odd indeed. They checked the census
in a few districts and found enough errors to with-
draw all the results. But in the meantime, the farm
labourers of New York had been officially informed
that they were among the rarest and most valuable
creatures on earth and they fixed their wages accord-
ingly. That census was checked; most census re-
turns are not.
For instance, at no time during the war was there
a shortage of labour, yet a Government census com-
piled on much the same lines as the New York farm
census showed such a shortage that employers every-
where started bidding wildly for men.